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. Water deficit reduced (A) plant biomass, (B) plant-P content, (C) plant-N content, and (D) biological nitrogen fixation (BNF) potential of cowpea varieties under different available soil-phosphate (Pi) levels in comparison with respective well-watered control. Mean values and standard errors (bars) are shown (n = 4). Different small letters indicate significant differences among the low, moderate and high available soil-Pi levels for each variety (Fisher's test; p < 0.05). Different capital letters indicate significant differences among the varieties using the combined data obtained from low, moderate and high available soil-Pi levels (Fisher's test; p < 0.05). Figure S2 . Available moderate and high soil-phosphate (Pi) levels increased (A) plant biomass, (B) plant-P content, (C) plant-N content, and (D) biological nitrogen fixation (BNF) potential of cowpea varieties under water deficit and well-watered conditions relative to that of plants grown on soils with low available-Pi levels under water deficit and well-watered conditions, respectively. Mean values and standard errors (bars) are shown (n = 4). Different small letters indicate significant differences among the growth conditions examined for each variety (Fisher's test; p < 0.05). Different capital letters indicate significant differences among the varieties using the combined data obtained from all the growth conditions examined (Fisher's test; p < 0.05). Data of nodules number were log (x+1)-transformed. Data of plant relative water content (percentage values) were arsine square-root transformed. Data of the plant biomass, plant-P and -N contents and biological nitrogen fixation (BNF) potential were square root-transformed before being included into the analysis. DM, dry matter.
Variance explained (%) 45.9 22 12.9 11.3 6.0 45.0 32.0 11.0 4.4 1.6
